Cleaning Mold, Mildew & Eacterla

Mold, mildew 2nd bacterin sre common following floads
andd other waler darmnage. 15 unchecked they can leat 1o
sanitation and healih problems. The walls, floors, closets,
shelves, contests=every flooded part of vour howse-ghauld
e thoroughly washed and disinfested.

[t most cases, hoaschoid cleaning products will do he job
if you use them correctly, Check the label un the producte
o see how muck to use. Some products shouldn't be used
o cerlinn materials; the labef will tebl won that Apphy
cieaner and give it time o work before you mop or sponge
i up. Follow directions gnd all safety precautions on the
container. After cleaning a room or fem, ga over it again
with a diginfectant to kill the pernis snd sioell left by the
fooadwatars. You may also need b0 gel rid of mildew, an
uswoloarme companion to maisture (ke shows o ey
aplotches,

Cleaning tips

Tackbe one room at & time. A iwa bucket approach i nws!
effickent: use one bucket for rinse water and the other for
the clesner, Rinse put your sponge. mog, or dleaning cloth
m the minse bucked, Wring it as dry as possible and keep i
rolled up tght s you pul it i the cleaner bucket, Let i
unrall 1o absorb the cleaner. Using two buckets keeps most
of the dirty rinse waler out of your clcaning sohution,
Replsce the onse water freguentiy

Walls

Stan cleanivg a woll al the bottom or where the waorsl
damage was, If you did not have o remove the wallboard
ar plaster, you may find 3t the wallboard or plaster won®
came clemn and you will want 1o replace it rather than
clean i. If you have removed the wallbaand or plasies
wash the studs and sills and desmfiact fhem,

Furmiture:

Solid wood furnitare can usuzlly be nepairted and cleaned,
bt wood veneer ofien separates and warps, Wood aleohal
or turpentine applied with n cotton ball may remove while
mildesw spots an wood. Crown wood restorers with lanolin
will help restore good woodon fummilons pars, Uphobilered
furtilune soals up contaminants from foodwaters avd
shoizkd be cleansd only by a professional. This is also iroe
of carpets and bedsding. Unbes the plocs i3 an antiqus of
espacinlly valinble, upholsersd farmiture soaked by
floodwaters should probably b= thrown out,

Cleaners
It choder:  Non-sudsing household cleuners
Ind Choice: Launidry soap ar detengent

Disinfectants
Tstehoice:  Commerclal disinfecount or
sanstizers, such s the quaternary, phenolic, or
puze il bmged ones. {Cheek labalz for the
eomlents).
Ind Chaice: | Cup (8 ounces) of Ly
bleach for | gallon of wates

Mildew Removers

Istehrlee:  Commescial mildew removers or
mildewcides.

Ind Chodce: Washing soda ar tri-sodiuvm
phosphate (available ot grocery ar pam!
sures). Lige 5 hlespoons per E.ﬂ”ll“ﬂ of walet
Jrd Chince: 173 Cup (2 ounces) of laumnidry
Bleach for | galbon of water See below an
using Bleach,

Bleach
Luquid chborine bleach, such as Clorox or
Purex hlesch, can do u vanicty of flood clenn
up jobs. Maoke sure ihat 5.25% wodiom
hypochdorite is the anly active ingredient.
Hleach that has o scent added 1o impnoeve Hs
wvmell is nvnilohie. Scemed blesch is fima For
cheanug jobs, bed dom™i uss i for wexiing
drinking water, Don’t use dry bleach or any
Ileach that doss rod cominin chlomme, He
careful of fumes and wear rubber gloves,
protective eye wear and mask, Do not mi
bleach with ather household chomical
products, especially ammonia or ioilel bowl
chzmmer: the chemical reaction can ereate a
poigonous pas. Do nol uee bleach on
aluminum or Hsabeum,




Clehing asd Lincnos:

Even if your washing machise did not get wel, do
o aec it vndil you ksow that the walet (2 cale
emouph o drnk and that your sewer line works,
Before you wash clotbes in ﬂ'huw:.dﬁng machine,
rum the: machane throweh one full cycle. Be sure to
e oot wider and a dizinfectant or sanitizes Take
clothes and linens outdoors and shake out dried mud
of dirt batore you wiash these. To prevent 2 dmin
clog, bose off muddy iems to remove all dint before
o pruf thern in the washer, Check the Iabels on
chothes and linens, and wash them en detergpent arad
wirm water if pesible. Adding chlorne blench to
the wash cyele will rensove nsost mildew and will
sanitize the clothing, e bleach fades somc fabrics
and densmged other Fabeics. Viou can bay odher
saniliztes, s ot pane ofl cleaners, &t the grocery
store tov sanitize febrves that canmot be bleashed, 17
{hee Labbed ssiys “Dry Choan Omby” shake oul oo
chirt and take oo e to a professional cleanve Fuors
and leather femns e usaally winth the cost of
professional cleaning. 11 you wand to clesn leather
woursell, wash the mued off and dry the leather
slowly away from head or sunlimht.

Appliances

Theee's an wnexpeciad denger of shock with some
ebectrienl mppliances such as TV sets and mdios.
Certain mtermal parts siore electricity even when the
apphiance is uaplugged. Check the hack for a
warning labed, Appliances with such laheis will nood
professional clearing. But first, get a cost estimate
b gec i they are worth svving, You'll nesd
appiinnces such as the washing machine, dryer,
dishwasher, and vacuum cleaner to belp clean your
oo anidl contends. The molors or heating

clements can ususlly be cleansd, 10 you cant vait
for a professional oleaning job, unphsg, dissssemble,
aned Bioae off ihe spplinnges thoroughty (with fied
witer, il possiblel. Then clean and disinfes them,
it dor o e detespents. Clhenn and disinfomn

dhi shvwarsbrers, washmg machines, and dryersonly
with water Uhat bas beoen declared safe for deenking,
Make sure the gewer Fime iz working before starting
o chehwasher of washing mociime. You can speed ap
the drying grecess for mators end parts by

wsing & hlow drver using a modsture displacement
wprwy, Movsture dispiacemnent sprays, such a
aleciromios parts cheanars ar WD-40 lubricating and
penetrating oil, can also stop nust and corrosion wuntil

the apphiance can be dissssembled and cleansd, One
wond af caution: the spay is flammable, Rend

andl fallow labe] ingtructions and precistions,
Moving parts such as eoters and pulbeys will nesd
el ar grease, Contacts and clecimical swiiches

ean bo cleaned with w monsture displacensent

epeay oF an werosol contd cloaner avaclable ar
ebocitoikics of Aulo parts storcs. A lkow o

il 10 run for 30 mimaes with 5o loaxd before you
use . Fer cxample, rur the vacuuen cleaner wilhoi
connecting the belr. Watch for stripped or daneged
wire inswlation. De sire all applisnces are proparhy
groundsd. Applismees that mest be grenadod have 2
round third prong on their phegs. Refngemtons and
Iretzers ane mere complicited, They may have foam
insulation snd sealed comiponents thal suffened linle
winter dafmaye. But ihese appliasnces hold food, o
they chonehd be cleamed. disinfectod, and chaockixd

by m professional. or replaced.

Kitchém thems:

Throw owt soft plastic and porous fexns that
probably absorbed whalever the oodvatars caried
i1, Floodwaters sne contaminated, s0 you may wand
1o wsaih dishes by hand 1o a demfectamt. Aar dry
ihe dizsinfected dizhes: do ol use a dish towel.
Like the washing machams, fee dishaaiher aboaibd
allst e used ooy aller you kaow vour wsler ia safe
to drink and your sewer line works, Clenn and
ehisendinct it Giral. Then use a bot setting to wash
wiauf pois, pans, dighes, and wensids. (11 you have an
ENErgY u\'fng-:ptll'ng‘dnm-! I it.]

F oz

Throw sny food oud that has been touched by
foodwaters, Even food i lin cans shonld be
discarded if the cans got wot during the Nood
becunse thene is no way o be abmalutely cortam ibe
Food insade is safe. Do not keep Food in boetles or
jars with hatile caps or screw on lids—ithey do nod
keep oul Aoodwaters,

The LS, Department of Agriculture operates a food
aafity hotline, Profiessional home econonvists

2O ansWET your gusstions show whelber to keep or
dizcard Toasl. Cafl 1-B00-535-4553 berwem

10:00 am and 4:00 pm. Esstern Time, Monday
throuph Friday.



